Blacks Law dictionary (1979

"As used in statutes, contracts, or the 1ike, this word is generally
imperative or mandatory. In common or ordinary parlance, and in its
ordinary signification, the term ‘shall’ is a word of command, and
one which has always or which must be given a compulsory meaning;
as denoting obligation. It has a peremptory meaning, and it is
generally imperative or mandatory . . . "



